Radiation Emergencies: Dogs and Cats.
Exposure of dogs and cats to clinically significant amounts of ionizing radiation is unlikely. However, accidental release of radiation has occurred and nuclear terrorism is possible. If an incident occurs, early reaction will be by first responders, followed by state and federal emergency personnel. It is possible that veterinarians will be called upon to assist to evaluate animals for contamination and/or exposure, perform initial lifesaving tasks, and decontaminate people's pets. Therefore, veterinary professionals should understand radiation exposure, what is happening, the possible effects on animals, and how to provide veterinary care and assistance in a radiation emergency.